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DISEASES. 

Apoplexy ------ 

of the Lungs - 
Atrophy - • - 

Abscess ------ 

in the Drain - 
Liver - 

Lungs - - - - 

Disease of the Drain - 

Throat and Chest 

Asthma. 

Aneurism ------ 

Aphthx ------ 

Angina Pectoris. 

Arachnitis. 

Asphyxia. 

Bronchitis -. 

Hums - 

Plows received in Fighting 

Cancer - 

Consumption - 

Convulsions - 

Catarrh ------ 

Childbed ------ 

Croup ------ 

Casualties. 

Colic - _ “ - . " 

Constipation. 

Caries ------ 

Chicken Pox - 

Concussion of the Brain - - - 
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DISEASES. 

Congestion of the Brain - 

Lungs - 

Cramp In the Stomach - 

Cachexy . 

Cephalalgia - - - - 

Cerebral Irritation - - 

Cholera Morbus - 
Do. Malignant - 

Do. Infantum - 

Coup tie Soleil - 
Chorea Sancti Viti - 

Debility ------ 

Diarrhoea. 

Dropsy ------ 

in the Head - 

Breast - 

Spine - - - 

Dyspepsia ------ 

Disease of the Spine - 

Heart - 

Hip Joint - - - 

Liver - 

Head - - - 

Chest - - - - 

Bladder - 

Stomach - 

Bowels - 

Womb - 

Dysentery . 

Drowned ------ 

Decay ------ 
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Ot the above there were Males of 20 years mid upwards, 1,835; under 20 years, 1,871; 1,415 Females of 20 years and upwards, and 1,578 under 
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There were 590 returns received at the Health Office, of persons who died 
in the Alms-house, in the City, and 45 in the Alms-house at Blockley, during 
the year; 706 people of colour are included in the total number of deaths. 

Agreeable to returns made at the Health Office, and collected from 162 Prac¬ 
titioners of Midwifery, there have been born in the City and Liberties, from the 
1st of January, 1832, to the 1st of January, 1833, 3,834 male, and 3,419 female 
children; making the total number of births 7,253, leaving a difference between 
the births and deaths of 554. 


Deaths in each Month of the above period. 



Adults. 

Children. 

Total. 

January 

253 

- 361 

614 

February 

. 151 

324 

475 

March 

218 

298 

516 

April 

215 

257 

472 

May 

274 

299 

573 

June - 

179 

211 

390 

J uly 

200 

- 365 

565 

August 

- 1099 

590 

1689 

September 

215 

234 

449 

October 

194 

192 

386 

November - 

130 

127 

257 

December - 

136 

177 

313 


3264 

3435 

6699 


By order of the Board of Health, 

WM. A. MARTIN, Clerk. 

Health Office, Philadelphia, Jan. 1, 1833. 


Ucmarks on the above hj G. E>tr.nsnx, M. D.—The bill of mortality for the 
year 1832 will be found to differ considerably from those of former years. In 
the first place it has been improved in form, by the addition of four new columns, 
designating for each disease which has proved the source of mortality, the res¬ 
pective amount of males and females, with the numbers under and beyond the 
age of puberty. This alteration is a valuable desideratum, since with the former 
arrangement,"in which the distinction was made in the whole mortality, it was 
impossible for one who had not access to the original register, to ascertain the 
particular proportion of the sexes and ages dying of any one disease.. The 
investigator of medical statistics will be saved much time and trouble by these 
new designations. 

The most important difference is, however, in the increase of the general 
mortality, which exceeds that of the preceding year, (1S31,) to the amount of 
1760. The largest proportion of this excess is to be attributed to the visitation 
of malignant cholera. The precise amount of the deaths, specified as from this 
disease, is 94S. Of this number it appears that 563 were males, and 385 fe¬ 
males, and that only 74 males and 50 females were under the age of 21; leaving 
the excess of adults 824, out of the total number of 948. 

We have on a former occasion stated the population, included within the 
limits of the Philadelphia bill of mortality, at the late census in 1830, to be 
167,811. Supposing the increase since at the rate of 34 per cent, per annum, 
the amount in 1832 would he 188,367, which would make the proportional 
mortality for the year from all sources, about 1 in 29.3 inhabitants. Deducting 
the deaths from malignant cholera, the annual proportional mortality would he 
1 in 34.3. The proportion from malignant cholera alone is about 1 to every 
200 inhabitants. In these computations'the still-born are excluded, and no dis¬ 
tinction made as to colour. 
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\\ lien, however, the mortality of the blacks is separately considered, we find 
the proportion about 1 in 21.8 of their population. In the preceding’ year it 
was only 1 in ol./ f an unusual small proportion for this class. 

By taking- the mortality reported from the forms of bowel complaints, ordi¬ 
narily designated under the heads cholera morbus, diarrhcca, and dysentery, 
the account of 1832 would stand thus compared with that of 1831. 


1831. 

Cholera morbus and Infantum 
Diarrhoea - 

Dysentery - 

Total ... 


1832. 


320 

Cholera morbus 

81 

Cholera infantum 

121 

Diarrhcca 

522 

Dysentery 


Total 

Total in 1831 


Kxcess in 1S32 


73 

366 

172 

78 

689 

522 

167 


The amount thus reported in 1852, under the ordinary heads of bowel com¬ 
plaints, compared with the whole mortality, (that from malignant cholera ex¬ 
cepted,) is about 1 in 8, being nearly the same as usual, and even less than it 
has been in some years, as for instance in 1823, during the prevalence of the 
febrile epidemic, when the proportional mortality from bowel affections was 
1 in t .7 of the general mortality. 

This is a strong evidence of the accuracy with which the ordinarv bowel 
complaints were designated from the malignant form. Another evidence, we 
think, is furnished by the fact that only a small proportion of the deaths report¬ 
ed under the ordinary heads, of bowel affections occurred in adults, among 
whom malignant cholera was so particularly prevalent. The'periods of life 
most subject to malignant cholera offers a most interesting subject for medical 
innuirv. J 


As the excess of mortality over that of the previous year is 1760, and the 
amount from malignant cholera only 948, it is evident that the other sources of 
mortality must have been increased. Accordingly, we find that of the 812 left 
after deducting from the total excess the mortality from malignant cholera, 
/ ly w ere reported under the following heads in the given proportions, viz.— 
Apoplexy, IS; Bronchitis, 34; Consumption, 8; Convulsions, 65; Fevers, 177;’ 
Scarlet fever, 107; Inflammations, 143; Measles, 95; Unknown, 72.—Total, 719. 

It is worthy of remark tint the increase of febrile mortality is chiefly com- 
prised under the head of typhus, the rest being generally below the number 
reported in the preceding year. The interments under the head of typhus 
lever have been increasing for the last three vears. In 1830 they were about 1 
"7/ of the whole mortality; in 1831about 1 in 15, whilst in 1832 they amount- 
cd to about 1 in 28 of the gen end mortality. 

As we view scarlatina and puerperal fevers as distinct from the ordinary 
forms ot fever, we have not included them under the same head. It will be 
seen that scarlet fever lias been unusually fatal during the vear just past. The 
proportional mortality from scarlet fever lias been increasing for several years 
past. Thus, in 1830, it amounted to about one per cent, of tile whole mortalitv 
whilst in 1831 it was 1 in 23, and during the past year, (1832,) amounted to 
about 1 in 18 of the mortality from all diseases. 

There has been a striking increase in the mortality of measles durine* the 
same time. * b 


I lie greatest mortality from the phlegmasia is recorded under the heads of 
inflammations of the lungs, breast, pleurisy, and bronchitis, all of which being 
situated in the same cavity, wc have thrown together so as to exhibit the whole- 
amount with the respective proportions reported of each, as compared with the 
same for the preceding year, viz.— 
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1831. 


1832. 

192 

- 

225 

28 

- 

19 

24 

- 

19 

63 

- 

97 

307 


360 


Inflammation of the lungs 
Do. of the breast 
Pleurisy - 
Bronchitis - 


From the very prevalent opinion, that during the existence of an epidemic 
all other diseases assume its type and fall into its train, it might be suspected 
that the excess of mortality from other diseases than malignant cholera, had 
chiefly occurred during the months previous to, and. following its visitation. 
But ail examination of the monthly mortality proves the reverse; namely, that 
during the months of July and August, in which malignant cholera prevailed, 
the mortality from other diseases was greatly increased beyond what it had 
been in the same months of the preceding year. Neither can this excess be 
mainly ascribed to other forms of bowel complaints, since much of it was owing 
to deaths from consumption, fevers, and inflammations. 

The first case of malignant cholera was reported to the Board of Ilcalth on 
the lltli of Julv, the individual having been taken on the 5th, and died on the 
8th From this time to the 2rth of the same month, only 6 or 7 cases were re¬ 
ported, on different days, but from the 27th the daily reports were uninter¬ 
rupted till about the 8th of September. Of the whole mortality from malignant 
cholera, namely, 948, 852 took place between the 27th of July and 2oth ot 
August. The rcports for each week the epidemic prevailed, were as follows, 
viz.— 

Adults, Children. Total. 


12d week 

3d 

4th 

1st week 
2d 
3d 
4th 
5th 
1st week 
2d 
3d 
4th 

1st week 


in July, ending the 
in August, ending the 


28th 
4th 
11th 
18th 
25th 

September 1st 
in September, ending the 8th 
15th 
22d 
29th 

in October, ending the 6th 


14th, malignant cholera 
21st 


Totals 


5 

81 

335 

238 

67 

41 

13 

8 

6 
4 
2 


0 

0 

0 

3 

35 

44 

49 

4 

5 
0 
0 
0 
1 


11 

3 
8 

84 

370 

282 

116 

45 

18 

8 

6 

4 


807 141 948 


The number of births reported falls short of that for 1831 by 89. The excess 
of male births is greater titan usual, and amounts to no less titan 415. \\c think 
that the visitation of the late epidemic has led to some omissions in the returns 
appertaining to this department, since it is not likely that it could have inter¬ 
fered with the conceptions which must have taken place so long before its ap¬ 
proach was apprehended. Never since the births have been registered in Phi¬ 
ladelphia has their amount been so nearly encroached upon by that ot the 
deaths, as to leave the balance only 554 in their favour.^ Last year, (18ol,; the 
difference between the births and interments, was 2,403. 

Kotice of a Malignant Disease generated on Ship-loard iiy Fillh, Imperfect 
Ventilation, &c. lly Jons II. Giuscom, M. I). [Communicated in a letter to J. 
K. Mitchell, M. D.j—In accordance with my promise made to you when we fast 
met, I have taken some pains to inquire into the circumstances attending the 
awful mortality which prevailed on board the ship Sybilla, Captain Thornhill, 
during her passage from Holland to this port. The unparalleled destruc- 




